
Their undaunted enthusiasm had turned 
a problem into a full-on quest. After a day 
of sneaking around, listening for calls, and 
piecing together clues, we found the Chipping 

All the elements of a good story came 
together in this process: we felt suspense, 
encountered a problem, answered questions, 
and left with greater understanding and 

of birds. Afterwards, we talked about how 

stories, and a bigger place for us to explore. 

On their last day of camp, the group 

Four years ago, I gathered with a group of strangers, 

our efforts would go down in history.

Across the birds range, federal and state agencies, 

and industry stakeholders were coming together to 

for sage grouse is good for the ranching industry; and 
success depends on landowner engagement. A win-win 
solution for wildlife and ranching was ready for testing 
in the real world.  

nature camps this summer, 
I witnessed the powerful 

link between children and nature. 

a pile of dirt in a backyard, children 
were experiencing nature in a ways 
beyond definition, engaging their 

building confidence and changing 

and enthusiasm ripples out to capture 
the imagination of others.

These concepts really came to life 

camp for 15 to 17 year olds. 

two campers comparing the nesting 

Chipping Sparrows. On the second 
day of the study, the Chipping 
Sparrows had abandoned their nest. 

and assumed the study ended, the 
campers responded to the missing 
birds with excitement and curiosity.

on tracking down the missing 

which quickly felt to me like part of 
a bigger story. 

Behind the Headlines Learning Takes Flight
Keeping a species “off the list” Summer Camps spark Conversations and Inspire Leadership

By Gillian Bee, Stewardship Director By Clayton Norman, Summer Education Assistant

See SAGE GROUSE on page 5
 Camper ��������� (left) and 

the author share a moment of inspiration in Rocky 

See INSPIRED on page 2
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The Primary Source 

partners are the primary source of Bird 

Advertise in The Primary Source
Looking to promote your business and help 

to learn more: info@birdconservancy.org
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THE PRIMARY SOURCE
The Primary Source is the member newsletter 

From the Director:

Celebration and Reflection
s the winds 
are blowing 
a n d  s n o w 

blankets the landscape, 

grassland birds on their wintering grounds in 

make it all possible. 

exciting to see and hear the transformations 
that happen. Kids get to be kids while also 

Our Stewardship Team is on the front 
lines working in sagebrush, grassland and 
wetland habitats making connections with 

Stewardship program expands next year to 

working in critical breeding areas for grassland 

These birds are experiencing drastic population 
declines, so the need is urgent and closely 
linked to our Science and International 
programs. Through this integrated approach, 

calendar includes Christmas Bird Counts for 

opportunities to get outdoors, share your 
passion for birds and help others understand 
more about the landscapes we share. 

Thank you for staying with us as we launched 

your interest. I appreciate your support and 

day and work with such a passionate group 

friends, outdoor educators, and biologists.     

audience, from younger siblings to scientists, 

opportunity to be leaders by sharing their 

Let us hope that passion spreads through their 
communities, bringing the world together 

INSPIRED continued from cover

THANK YOU to all of the 
generous donors who provide 
scholarship funds that make these 
life changing programs possible!

Editing and design:                                      

“Education is not the filling     
of a pail, but the lighting 
of a fire.” 

 THE PRIMARY SOURCE

Go Paperless

newsletter, please email 
william.bevil@birdconservancy.org
to update your subscription preferences. 



For the latest on our upcoming events, 
visit www.birdconservancy.org, sign 
up for our e-newsletter on our website or 
become a fan of Bird Conservancy of the 
Rockies on Facebook.

���������������

Facebook

Twitter

YouTube

www.facebook.com/birdconservancy

@BirdConservancy

Search: Bird Conservancy of the Rockies
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Please note that pre-registration 
is REQUIRED for all Educational Programs. 

( )For additional information:

Are you passionate about connecting 

Volunteer Open House

New Volunteer Orientation

Event and General Volunteer Training
Saturday, February 27 

(following Orientation)

Volunteer Naturalist Program Training

Bald Eagle Watch Training

Hawk Watch Training

Poudre River Screech Owl Monitoring

For more information: 

Christmas Bird Count for Kids

“Wild Nestlings”
A special 2-hour program 

(2-5 years old) and their parents. 
A story, exploration, snack, and 

Winter Survival
and Spring Break 
Snowshoeing Trip

Try something different for Spring 

winter outing. On this family-oriented 

snowshoeing and how birds and other 

knowledge and point out interesting 
things to see. Bring your binoculars and 

Pre-registration is REQUIRED.  

RSVP by Tuesday, March 15 

Includes instruction and snowshoes 

Adults and children ages 7 and up. Anyone 

Limited to 24 total participants.

SAVE 
THE DATE!

Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC)

I Love Summer Camp Registration 
Kickoff and Campfire 

Bring the whole family out for a crisp 

THE PRIMARY SOURCE

2016 Calendar of Events
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Registration required. 

RSVP by Friday, January 15 to 

����#���$������



to keep warm. Suet can be an important winter 

Bushtits and nuthatches. 
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location and year.                          

to be eating non-stop. The Red-shafted Flicker 

that spend most of their time in the foothills and 
mountains enter populated areas during late 

to your yard. 

the usual food sources are scarce. To attract 
certain species, pick your seeds carefully. Oil-

is important for ground-feeding birds like 

® seed, nicknamed thistle.  

and millet are an excellent way to attract a good 

wheat and oats since birds will generally knock 
those seeds to the ground. The high oil content 
of many seeds (less in millet than the others) 

Return to Mexico

Winter Birdfeeding

fewer birds are migrating north to breed 
each spring, contributing to population 

rates at three distinct sites in the states 

we can better understand how factors 
such as habitat and climate are affecting 

management approaches so that birds remain 
a part of our grassland ecosystems.  

Plight of the 
Grassland Birds, a new documentary 

about broadcasts in your area. You can 
also watch the full documentary online 
at: http://bit.ly/nhptbirds

International efforts shed light on grassland bird declines

Bird-Friendly Living

By Erin Strasser, Biologist (International Team)

By Scott Menough, Wild Birds Unlimited

Locating feeders close to the house makes 

feeders a bit further out may attract more 

place and protection from hawks and falcons. 
To discourage cats, place chicken wire or 
pine cones on the ground under the feeder. 

to the white winter landscape. 

Scott and his wife, Sandy, own 

for BirdTalk Radio at noon on 

http://birdtalk.podbean.com/
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SAGE GROUSE continued from cover
Fast-forward four years to September 22, 

that represents extraordinary collaboration 

years earlier, had resulted in the largest land 

and managers came forward to implement 

more today about Black Swifts than we did. For 
more than half a century, a migratory mystery 

Black Swifts go when they left their cliffside 

about 211 miles each day on the return. There 
is still much to learn, though, about this species. 

Colorado is home to about half of all 
the known Black Swift breeding sites in the 

in the state to determine if declines were 

generous donation from long-time supporter 

The need for more research and monitoring 
of the species throughout its range is clear. 

declines are occurring at the western edge of 

On the Trail: Black Swifts ‘Epic’ Banding Season!
Is the ‘Coolest Bird’ in Trouble?
By Jason Beason, Special Monitoring Projects Coordinator

One land manager frequently mentioned by 

century western rancher with his outstanding 

represents the spirit of partnership that can 

requiring further regulation. For species that are 
listed, the future is hard to predict and a listing 

producers can operate with fewer regulations, 
pursuing their traditional way of life using 

Sustainable working lands equate to 

and many other species.

4th grade students helping release a 

geolocators and found no Black Swifts. This 

longer supports breeding swifts. This colony 

This and noted declines from data collected 

support for ongoing Black Swift research and 
for expanding our monitoring efforts across 

    Support for this work 
comes from the Audubon Society 

Ornithologists and the U.S. Forest 

people like you who care about birds 

http://www.birdconservancy.org/get-
involved/chip-in/ and designate your gift 

most common species typically banded 

that are commonly seen in the area, but 

this program possible: Adams County 
Open Space, Science Cultural and 
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Mindi Walker, Grant Accountant

adopted at the age of 1 and raised in South 

Sonja Macys, Development Director 

See  IN DEVELOPMENT on the next page

Erin Divine 
Coordinating Wildlife Biologist
(Shortgrass Prairie Ecoregion)

Marcella Fremgen, Range Ecologist, 
Stewardship

Becky Jones
Private Lands Wildlife Biologist, Stewardship

Donn Slusher, 
Rangeland Ecologist , Stewardship

British Columbia, Idaho and the deserts of 

Staff & Board Migrations

Welcome to our new Board Members!

Eric Lane 
to accept a full-time position at the 

agricultural energy, climate change, and working with 

Yvette Martinez 
with strong community connections. She 

Foundation; heART of Brighton; and 

Community Concierge for the Brighton 

and she has worked in undergraduate admissions with 

experience, encouraging the entire family to learn more about 



technology, engineering and math) education. 

Our success is actually one of the 

with membership dues, generous donations, 

position possible.

to learn about why you continue to support 

people, not purses. Thanks for welcoming 

7THE PRIMARY SOURCE

Sonja Macys, Development Director

science and education. 

Leadership is about credibility. And Bird 

strong working relationships with many partners.  

to corporations wishing to implement wildlife 

their corporate sites. Our science team led the way 

standards to certify habitat with the needed 

presenting to member corporations on how to 

On the cover: Black-Capped Chickadee 

black-and-white coloration and a 
cheerful callnote that sounds a bit like 
chick-a-dee-dee. They are common at 
feeders and in wooded residential areas, 

people learn to identify.

By Sonja Macys, Development Director

In Development

Broadening the Circle

OUR MISSION

OUR APPROACH

habitats through science, 
education and land stewardship

through stewardship and 
sustained through partnerships. 

Our work radiates from the 

Together, we are improving 
native bird populations, the   
land and the lives of people.

COMING SOON! 

Our latest guide is scheduled for 

Range birds as well as tips for 

home and garden. 
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Donations are welcome in any amount.

Give a gift to our birds

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Email 

Phone

PS48

My contribution 
makes me a:

Bird Conservancy of the Rockies is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  Your gift is tax deductible.

�,)(-�*���for supporting bird and habitat conservation!

Join the
Flock!

$35 Member

I have enclosed a Check* in the amount of $

I am considering 
making a legacy 
gift. Please 
contact me.

Keep my gift 
anonymous.

Please contact 
me to make a 
gift in someone’s 
memory or honor.

Save a stamp! Donate online at
������
������
�������
�

Click “Donate Now.”

Please charge my credit card:

Exp Authorized Signature:

* Please make check payable to Bird Conservancy of the Rockies

$60 Member (Family)

$100 Sponsor

$250 Contributor

$500+ Friend 

Please mail to:
Bird Conservancy of the Rockies

14500 Lark Bunting Lane
Brighton, CO 80603

or


