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GRASSLAND BIRD PROJECT COORDINATOR - Montana, North Dakota, Alberta  
 
Employer:    Bird Conservancy of the Rockies 
Location:    Fort Collins, CO 
Compensation:   $35,000 /year  
Duration:    Full time – 2 years (pending funding) with possible extension 
Start:    February 2017 
 
Description: 
 
Project coordinator needed for a regional demographic study of grassland songbirds at 2-3 field 
sites in western North Dakota, northeastern Montana, and southern Alberta, CA (pending 
funding). This project aims to determine basic demographic rates of nesting Baird’s and 
grasshopper sparrows and other grassland songbirds, including nest success and productivity, 
adult and juvenile within- and across-season survival, and density estimation through point count 
surveys. This study also aims to explore the habitat relationships that may drive these vital rates. 
The coordinator would be a member of the International Team at Bird Conservancy of the 
Rockies, however this study will be highly collaborative and partially funded through the 
Canadian Wildlife Service and the University of Manitoba. The coordinator will be based out of 
one of the field sites and lead fieldwork in eastern Montana, western North Dakota, and southern 
Alberta, CA from May – August each season. The remainder of the year the biologist will be 
based in Fort Collins, CO. 
 
Bird Conservancy of the Rockies conserves birds and their habitats through an integrated 
approach of science, education and land stewardship. Our work radiates from the Rockies to the 
Great Plains, Mexico and beyond. Our mission is advanced through sound science, achieved 
through empowering people, realized through stewardship and sustained through partnerships. 
Together, we are improving native bird populations, the land and the lives of people. 
 
Job Responsibilities: 
 

 Serve as primary coordinator of field activities and data collection for Northern Great 
Plains demographic monitoring of Baird’s sparrow, grasshopper sparrow, chestnut-
collared longspur, and Sprague’s pipit. Coordinator will communicate regularly with and 
report to his/her direct supervisor through BCR’s International Program. 

 Hire, train, and supervise seasonal employees in nest search and monitoring, radio 
transmitter attachment and monitoring, and point count surveys. The incumbent will hire 
10-15 field technicians each summer 2017 – 2018. 
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 Communicate regularly with landowners, agency representatives, and scientists within 
the academic community to communicate work accomplished and facilitate 
understanding of the project and BCR’s mission. 

 Organize and streamline data collection and QA/QC across field sites (including 
supervision of proofing, etc) using MS Excel and Access. 

 Collect and manipulate spatial data using ArcGIS and handheld GPSs. 
 Travel between all sites to coordinate data collection and provide supervision to 

employees. 
 Produce summary reports for participating funders. 
 Provide preliminary analysis of collected data. 

 
Qualifications:  
 

 Minimum of MSc (or BS with equivalent experience) in ecology or related field 
 Previous supervisory and field experience in passerine nest search and monitoring, mist-

netting and capture, radio telemetry (including harness attachment), and point count 
surveys 

 Experience with ArcGIS, MS Access / Excel, and Program R 
 Thorough knowledge and ability to identify birds of the western United States by sight 

and sound 
 Deep commitment to the conservation of birds and their habitats 
 Excellent communication skills; the ability to communicate with private landowners, 

agency representatives, and peers within the scientific community 
 Ability to function as part of a dynamic team in the office, independently as a leader in 

the field, and cooperatively with seasonal field crews 
 A developed sense of humor and winning attitude 
 Applicants with previous grassland songbird experience will be particularly competitive 

 
To Apply: Please direct all inquiries about the position to Mo Correll 
(Maureen.correll@birdconservancy.org). To apply, email a 1-page cover letter indicating your 
interest along with resume and contact information for three references in a single PDF to the 
email address above. Applications will be evaluated as they are received. 
 
Website: http://birdconservancy.org  
 
 
 

 
 


